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such small objects as seals or gems. The
men who do the actual digging are generally
local workmen except in America where the
actual removal of debris does not require
any large force. In the Kear East these
skilled workers have dug for several gener-
ations, passing on their knowledge from
father to son.

It is the duty of the archaeologist to
direct these workmen, to receive and record
objects found, to photograph the excavation,
and make plans of the architecture. For
the care and preservation of objects a highly
developed technique has been worked out.
Pottery must be mended before it can be
drawn; silver, bronze, and copper cleaned;
parchment, wood, and cloth preserved.
Much mending and preserving is done with
a solution of celluloid.

Results of Research. The things re-
covered from the excavations are the objects
which were in daily use by the people and
which have withstood the action of sun,
rain, frost, and time. Naturally these vary
with the climate, for a dry warm climate
as in Egypt is much better suited than the
cold damp climate of Greece for the con-
servation of antiquities. Below are listed
some of the common types of objects found.
Objects of stone:

flint knives, tools, saws

bowls, mace heads, statues, inscriptions

seals, beads, ring sets.
Objects of baked clay:

bowls, jars, jugs, pitchers

models, statuettes, inscribed tablets.
Objects of metal:

bronze,   copper,   or   iron   pins,   knives,

needles, safety pins (fibulae)

coins, gold and silver jewelry.

The objects recovered from the excava-
tions are in many countries divided between
the country in which the excavation is done
and the organization which is financing the
excavation. Discoveries are sent to the
museums where they are placed on display
for people to see and study.

Important Discoveries. Although men
have always been interested in antiquities,
modern scientific study of ancient remains
dates from the beginning of the nineteenth
century. Outside of Greece and Italy the
larger part of archaeological study has been
made in those countries bordering the Medi-
terranean Sea, that is, the islands of Crete
Cyprus, the Nile valley, the valley of

the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers, and the
Holy Land (Palestine and Syria). Sites in
Persia, India, America, and Mexico are now
being attacked by competent scholars in in-
creasing numbers.
Napoleon in 1797 conquered Egypt and
brought with him a number of scholars who
investigated the ancient remains of that
country. This French mission secured the
Rosetta stone (see ROSETTA STONE) which
made it possible to decipher the ancient
hieroglyphics (see HIEROGLYPHICS) on the
temple walls and tombs as well as the
papyri. The publication of this work by
Champollion in 1822 opened to modern
students all the vast literature of ancient
Egypt. Ancient cuneiform (see CUNEIFORM)
was gradually deciphered by scholars,
among them Rawlinson, who studied the
famous Behistun inscription in Persia, With
numerous languages available, scholars were
able to read and study the histories of
many ancient countries whose existence has
been barely more than legendary.
Tut-ankh-amen. In Egypt perhaps the
most famous archaeological discovery of re-
cent years was that of the tomb of Tut-
ankh-amen in 1922 by Lord Carnarvon and
Howard Carter (see TUT-ANKH-AMEN). The
real importance of this discovery lies in the
fact that it is the first unrobbed royal tomb,
for this Pharaoh was relatively unimportant
and examples of many of the objects had
been known through previous discoveries.
The sealed door of Tut-ankh-amenjs tomb
was guarded by the statues of two servants.
The beautiful coffins were found placed one
within the other. The last, which contained
the mummy of the king, was of solid gold.
Wonderful fine linens and garments were
found, as well as the chariot belonging to
the king, his throne, and many of the things
he used in his daily life. If this was the
tomb of a minor Pharaoh, imagine the won-
ders placed with one of the really great
monarchs, such as Thutmose HI!
Palestine and the Near East. Palestine,
Syria, and Mesopotamia have been subject
to extensive archaeological investigation
from early in the nineteenth century to the
present. These lands because of their inti-
mate association with both the Old and New
Testament have brought excavators to their
shores to seek for the cities mentioned in the
Bible. Almost nothing remains of Jerusalem
from the time of Christ, but excavation